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Abstracy:
Classical logic is based upon the existentiql presupposition
denolation, i.e., they gre non-empry,

W

that all singular terms have
- hen we assert the existenc
the form like, ‘Rabindranath exists’,

e of something by sentences of
‘ The present king of India exists B
existential statements. Sometimes we als

0 assert such sentences viz,
does not exist’, *Unicorn does noy exist’, ‘and the round-square does
called affirmative existential Statement, whereas |qtey are

Statements gs, ‘Pegasus does not exist ’
have been a constan: problem to the classical logician. In the st

sentences such as, ‘Rabindranath i wise', “Goose is white’. we certainly think that, the
sentence Rabindranath is wise’ s about Rabindranath angd the sentence ‘Goose is white” is
about Goose. Grammatical Similarities with such subject predicate Jorm of sentences might
induce us to think that negative existential statement like as; ‘Pegasus does not exist’ s about

Pegasus. But the problem is: how can we say that 'Pegasus does not exist’ - is about Pegasus?
When there is no pe all? Do they exist in the Same sense in which

we have singular
‘The present king of India
not exist’. The former are

called negative existential statement.
Such negative existentiq]

‘Unicorn does not exist’,
ibject predicate form of

gasus. Do they exist at
Physical objects are sqid to exist?

Key words: Logic, Existence, Empty Terms, Singular Terms,
.-‘_—-__'_‘—-———______
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Russell’s analysis of Existence

Pranab Ghosh

Assistant Professor, Dept. of Philosophy

Jatindra Rajendra Mahavidyalayn

Abstract : Russell argues that ‘Socrates exists’ is not a significant proposition if it is a
genuine proper name. He argues that logically proper names get their meanings directly
from their denotation, so the mere occurrence of such a symbol in a proposition is enough
lo convey that its denotation exists. Russell argues that existence is the property of a prop-
ositional function, the property of having instances. Existence is derived immediately from
the notion of ‘sometimes true’. For example, when we say ‘men exist’, it represents a
significant proposition because the#propositional function ‘x is a man’ is sometimes true
or true in at least one instance. Russell says that a propositional function is possible where
there are cases in which it is true. He takes the word ‘possible’ from ordinary language but
makes it carry a special sense, not to be confused with the use of the word in a proposition.
He points out that when we say ‘Unicorns exist’, we are not saying anything about any
individual thing. However, the proposition ‘Unicorns exist’ is false but not non-sense.
Russell’s propositional functions are seen as essentially Fmgean‘, g Ihc.m - Ll)"
cepts of different levels. Existence is a concept of the second level, which admits concepls

with objects as arguments. Frege believes thal existence should not be cunmbcdu:ﬁ:L:;zz)j
firsti-level concept. Moore argues that Russell’[s view of cxisler.lce asa ?mp‘cnyc' ‘Mmm
ositional function is mistaken, as ‘exist’ means the same ds ‘Is S(?t.tlcllllil?b [.T:Un; s
Sheam criticizes Russell’s notion of existence, arguing that proposmcfnal n::l e
is human’ and ‘ is feared’ are false. Shearn argues that Russell ha?; owerlofJ s
ces, such as fearing non-existent things

ence, leading to some queer consequen



